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DIVISION NEWS 
Evizasety D. Briaes, President 


WRITE IT RIGHT 
1946 A. L. A. and Division Membership 


Send in your 1946 membership dues to A. L. A. immediately so you will not 
miss any A. L. A. Bulletin or Top-of-the-News. Type or print all three sections 
of your application form. We hear the office has to spend hours trying to read 
our writing. On the Divisional Membership section of the form, repeat full in- 
formation. Give name of your branch or school, and if you use home address 
instead of library address for mailing, indicate that clearly on this section as 
well as on the section above. Give the Division name where indicated. Also indi- 
cate the name of the one group within the Division to which you wish to belong 
(groups listed on reverse of the form). This affiliation needs no additional fees. 
Unless you fill out this part of your form accurately and fully it is impossible to 
make the allotment from your dues to the group in which you are interested. 


For Division members who wish to affiliate with a second and third group 
i within the Division, this may be done in two ways. (1) Add 25ce for each of 
these groups to your dues when you send them to A. L. A. and indicate on the 
Divisional Membership section of your application form the name of the group 
or groups. It is a good idea to note on this slip that you are including the 25c¢ 
(or 50¢c) extra. Example: If you fill out the Divisional Membership form for mem- 
bership in the Division and the C. L. A. and wish membership also in the Y. P. R. 
R. T., add 25e to your A. L. A. dues and make the note on your Divisional Mem- 
bership form. If you also wish to join the A. A. S. L. add 50¢ to your A. L. A. dues 
and make the additional notations on the form. (2) Division members who make 
their affiliation with only one group when they send in their dues may later affii- 
ate with the second and third groups by sending 25c to the appropriate treasurer, 
(A. A. S. L. treasurer, Edna Ballard, Tappan Junior High School, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan; C. L. A. treasurer, Elizabeth Hooks Kelly, Public Library, El Paso, 
Texas; Y. P. R. R. T. treasurer, Dorothy Hagbert, Schoolcraft Branch, Public 
Library, Detroit, Michigan). All of these 25¢ memberships apply only to A. L. A. 
members who are also Division members. 


Let’s make 1946 the year that all school, children’s and young people’s librarians 
who belong to A. L. A. join the Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People and at least one of its groups; the American Association of School Li- 
brarians, the Children’s Library Association or the Young People’s Reading 
Round Table. 


Let’s make 1946 the year that we each find two new A. L. A. and Division mem- 
bers. 





MivpreD L. BATCHELDER 
School and Children’s Library Specialist 
American Library Association 


DIVISION COMMITTEES 
CONSTITUTION: Irene Hayner (S), Minnesota, 1498. 


To formulate changes in the constitution as needs arise. 

*Division News: Dorothy de Goza (PC), Michigan, 1948; Mary D. Read (PY) 
New York, 1948; Ivae Walker (S), Nebraska, 1948. 

To prepare conference publicity—both pre and post—and to arrange a 
scrapbook of publicity about official Division activities. 

*Fditorial:Virginia Chase, (PC), chairman, Massachusetts, 1946; Margaret 
Greer, (S), Minnesota, 1948; Elizabeth Groves, (S), Washington, 1946; Mary 
Read, (PY), New York, 1948; Edith Titcomb, (S), California, 1946. 

To serve in an advisory capacity to the A. L. A. Editorial Committee es- 
pecially on projected publications and submitted manuscripts which fall 
within the fields of school library work and public library work with children 
or young people. 

Elections: Marguerite Kirk, (S), New Jersey, chairman, 1947. 

To arrange the preparation and distribution of ballots for Division elec- 
tions and to count and report election returns. The secretary shall serve as one 
member. 

*Evaluation of Book Selection Aids: Ruth Ersted, (S), Minnesota, chairman, 
1947 ; Sister Marie Inez, (PY), Minnesota, 1947; Ruth Giles, (PC), New York, 
1947; Frances Burnside, (PC), Michigan, 1947; Trean Maddox, (S), Okla 
homa, 1948; Mrs. Lillian Batchelor, (S), Pennsylvania, 1948. 

To evaluate bibliographic tools used for the selection of books for children 
and young people in schools and public libraries and to encourage development 
of needed tools. 

*International Relations: Jean Thomson, (PC), Toronto, Ont., Chairman; 
Sarah Beard, (PY), Massachusetts, 1947; Gladys Shepley, (PC), Windsor, 
Ont. 1947; Jewel Gardiner, (8), California, 1946; Jean Gardiner Smith, (S), 
Minnesota; Margaret Lesser, New York; Bertha Gunterman, New York; Mrs. 
Blanche W. Shaffer, Pennsylvania, Adviser. 

To develop world-wide relationships of understanding and appreciation 
through books and libraries and to co-operate with other agencies in this con- 

‘ nection. 

*Magazine Publicity: Helen O’Conor, (PY), California, Chairman; Ethel Bubb, 
(PC), Washington, D. C., 1946; Sue Hefley, (S), Louisiana, 1946; Marion 
Horton, (S) California, 1947; Mrs. Elizabeth Brand, (PC) Ohio, 1948. 

To secure and place for publication articles on library work with children 
and young people in public libraries and in school libraries. 

*Membership: Eleanor Kidder, (PY) Washington, Chairman; Dorothy Hagbert 
(PY), Michigan; Edna Ballard, (S), Michigan; Elizabeth H. Kelly, (PC), 
Texas. 

To study the membership lists from year to year and to communicate with 
‘*drop outs’’ to determine why membership in the Division was not continued, 
and to work toward securing as Division members all A. L. A. members who by 
their positions should logically be Division members. The treasurer shall serve 
as one member. 
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*Planning for Libraries: Elizabeth D. Briggs, (PC) Ohio, Chairman; Jean C. 
Roos, (PY), Ohio; Harriet Long, (PC), Ohio; Mabel Williams, (PY) New 
York; Mary Lucas, (PC), New Jersey; Irene Branham, (PC) California; Ad- 
visory, Frances Henne, (S), Illinois; Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, (S$), North 
Carolina; Consultant, Emerson Greenaway, Maryland. 


Sus-CoMMITTEES PREPARING TWO BROCHURES: 


1. Work with Children Draft: Mary R. Lucas, Chairman, Newark, N. J.; 
Elsie Dobbins, Montclair, N. J.; Dorothy Hamilton, Palo Alto, California; 
Claire Nolte, Los Angeles County, California; Evelyn Sickles, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

. Work with Young People Draft:Mabel Williams, Chairman, New York 
City ; Sarah Beard, Boston, Massachusetts; Margaret Alexander, Baltimore, 
Maryland; Margaret Scoggins, New York City; Mrs. Beatrice Schein, 
Newark, N. J.; Jean C. Roos, Cleveland, Ohio; Eleanor Hermann, St. Paul, 
Minnesota; Mrs. Frances Redman Shipman, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

To develop needed materials on library standards and services for school 
libraries and for work with children and young people in public libraries. 
*Professional Training and Recruiting: Velma Shaffer, (S), Tennessee, Co- 
ordinator, 1948 ; Irene Smith, (PC), New York; Lucille D. Viehe (Recruiting) ; 
Helen Butler, (S) Pennsylvania (Training) ; Jean C. Roos, (PY), Ohio, 1948 

To study the needs and trends in library services to boys and girls in public 
libraries and in schools and to co-operate with other agencies in the promotion 
;| of improved programs in these fields. 

*Radio Broadcasts and Recordings: Dilla McBean, (S), Illinois, Chairman, 1948; 

Jasmine Britton, (S), California, 1947; Maria Cimino, (PC), New York, 
1948 ; Mary H. Hinant, (PY), Ohio, 1948; Annie S. Cutter, (PC), Ohio, 1948. 

To evaluate radio programs for children and their importance to libraries, 
to promote improved radio programs, and to develop transcriptions and re- 
cordings for continued use. 

"Top of the News:Alice Louise Le Fevre, (PY), Michigan, Chairman, 1946; 
Evelyn Sickles, (PC), Indiana, 1947; Mate Graye Hunt, (S), Texas; 1948; 
Margaret Scoggin, (PY), New York, 1948. 

To secure material, edit it; and arrange for the distribution of the publiea- 
tion to the members of the Division. 


STANDING COMMITTEES: 


- |Booklist: Marjorie Van Deusen, (8S), California, Chairman, 1946; Mabel A. 
Turner, (S), Washington, 1948; Mrs. Alice Marston, (S), Oregon,. 1947; 
Eileen Riols, (PY) New York, 1947; Janet Stevens, (PY), Maryland; B. Wini- 
fred Jackson, (PY) New York, 1946. 

Joint Committee of the Young People’s Reading Round Table and the 
American Association of School Librarians to prepare lists of books for young 
people for publication in the A. L. A. BOOKLIST. 


, | CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICES 


When you change positions or move, please send change of address promptly 
to the editor of TOP OF THE NEWS, giving both your old and new addresses. 
The mailing list is arranged geographically rather than alphabetically to simplify 
handling under the postal regulations governing the use of precanceled stamps. 
Since the bulletin is sent out as third class mail, it eannot be forwarded from your 
3, f0ld address unless a three cent stamp is added. Hence it is important that the 
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mailing list be kept up to date if you really want to receive TOP OF THE NEWS. 
A number of members who joined last year when they were in library school for- 
got to send in their new addresses and many of the members who are employed 
in large library systems give inadequate addresses. Please help us to keep the 
file accurate. : 


NEWBERY AND CALDECOTT AWARDS 
HELEN FULLER, Chairman 
Once again the time has come to consider nominations for the Newbery and 

Caldecott awards. Every member of the Division has a share in this initial voting. 

The tabulation of these votes is sent to the Award Committee members for their 

consideration. Fill out the postal card which is enclosed with TOP OF THE 

NEWS, put on a one-cent stamp, and drop it in the mail. 

To refresh your memory, the terms of the Newbery and Caldecott awards are 
stated herewith : 

‘*The medal is to be awarded annually to the author of the most distinguished 
contribution to American literature for children, written during the year just 
elapsed by an author who is a citizen or resident of the United States. There are 
noe limitations as to the character of the book except that it be original work, or 
if traditional in origin, new to children’s literature and the result of individual 
research, the retelling or reinterpretion being the writer’s own. The unanimous 
vote of the Newbery Committee is necessary if the work of a previous recipient 
of the medal is to be considered. 

‘*The Caldecott Medal is awarded for the most distinguished American pic- 
ture book for children chosen from those first published in the United States 
during the previous year. The artist must be a citizen or a resident. 

‘‘A picture book within the purpose of this award should be the creation of 
the artist, the product of his initiative and imagination. The text of the volume 
need not be written by the artist, but must be worthy of the book. It is possible 
to award the Caldecott Medal to artists who work together; e. g. the d’Aulaires, 
the Haders, the Petershams. The unanimous vote of the Award Committee is 
necessary if the work of a previous recipient of the medal is to be considered. 

‘‘The publication date for the awards must be 1945.’’ 

NEWBERY—CALDECOTT AWARDS COMMITTEE: Chairman, Helen Fuller, Public 
Library, Long Beach, California; Officers of the Children’s Library Associa- 
tion—Chairman, Harriet Leaf; Past-chairman, Frances Clarke Sayers; Vice- 
chairman, Helen Fuller; Secretary Carolyn Crawford; Treasurer, Elizabeth 
H. Kelly. 

Book Evaluation Committee—Chairman, Virginia Chase; Emma Lee, Flor- 
ence Butler, Helen Kinsey, Dorothy Dickey. 

Book Production Committee—Chairman, Eunice Blake. 

Professional Training Committee—Chairman, Irene Smith. 

Members-at-large — Mrs. Miriam Hagerman, Josephine Peabody, Alice 
Stoeltzing. 

Membership Committee—Chairman, Ethel C. Karrick. 

Publicity Committee—Chairman, Evelyn R. Sickels. 

School Library Section—Chairman, Miriam B. Snow, Dorotha Dawson, Edna 

Louise Kent, Gertrude Mills, Bess Landfear. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION: CHILDREN’S LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Harriet W. Lear, Chairman 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS : 

Book Evaluation—Chairman, Virginia Chase, Free Public Library, Worchester 8, 
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Massachusetts: Emma Lee, The Rosenberg Library, Galvaston, Texas; Flor- 
ence Butler, Public Library, Sioux City, Iowa; Helen E. Kinsey, The BOOK- 
LIST, A. L. A. Chicago 11, Illinois; Dorothy Dickey, Olivia Raney Library, 
Raleigh, N. C. 


Book Production—Chairman, Eunice Blake, Oxford University Press, 114 Fifth 
Ave., New York, New York; Elizabeth M. Riley, Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 432 
Fourth Ave., New York 16, New York; Elsa Anderson, The High School 
Tibrary, Bellevue, Ohio; Hazel King, Public Library, Victoria, B. C., Canada. 


Films—Not Appointed. 


International—Chairman, Ruth Giles, New York Public Library, New York; 
Clara Breed, San Diego Publie Library, San Diego, California; Bertha Gunter- 
man, Longman’s Green, 55 Fifth Ave., New York 11, New York; Helen Dean 
Fish, J. B. Lippincott Co., 521 Fifth Ave., New York, New York; Irene Smith, 
Brooklyn Public Library, Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn, New York; Elizabeth 
Gilman, formerly Editor, Books for Boys and Girls, Farrar and Rinehart, 232 
Madison Ave., New York, New York; Jean Thomson, Toronto Public Library, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 


Membership—Chairman, Ethel C. Karrick, Richard Branch Library, 9876 Grand 

River Ave, Detroit 4, Michigan. 

Hawaii: Susan Taylor, Library of Hawaii, Honolulu, T. H. 

Canada: Winifred Davis, Boys’ and Girls’ House Toronto Public Library. 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

Central States: Eastern Section—Helen C. Bough, Legler Regional Branch, 
115 E. Pulaski, Chicago 24, Illinois. 

Central States: Western section—Mrs. Gertrude Pope Congdon, Central 
Branch Library, 3215 Indiana Ave., Kansas City, Missouri. 

Middle ‘Atlantic States : Not appointed. 

New England States:Alice B. Cushman, Publie Library, Fitchburg, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Northwestern States: Mildred Selby, Medford Public Library, Medford, 
Oregon. 

Southern States: Eastern Section—Anona Jenkins, Carnegie Publie Li- 
brary, Clarksdale, Mississippi. 

Southern States: Western section—Mrs. Ann Hough, Carnegie Library, Ok- 
lahoma City, Oklahoma. 


Southwestern States: Josephine Lynch, Children’s Division, Los Angeles 
County Public Library, 322 South Broadway, Los Angeles 13, California. 


Professional Training—Chairman, Irene Smith, Public Library, Brooklyn, New 
York. 


Publicity—Chairman, Evelyn R. Sickles, Public Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

' Dorothy Lawson, Wylie Ave. Branch Library, Wylie Ave. and Green Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Mrs. Eunice Gates Mullan, Publie Library, 115 
South Ave. Rochester 4, New York; Effie Power, Pompano Publie Library, 
Pompano, Florida. 


Radio Broadcasts and Recordings—Not appointed. 


Newbery—Caldecott Awards—Chairman, Helen Fuller, Public Library, Long 
Beach, California. For complete list of Committee members, see Division an- 
nouncement of Newbery-Caldecott information. 


5 





CHILDREN’S LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NEWS 
EvELYN R. Sick es, Reporter 


The children’s librarians of the Long Beach Public Library together with the 
school librarians of Long Beach enjoyed a rare treat last April when Mrs. Gudrun 
Thorne-Thomsen held a series of lectures in Long Beach. In her talk on ‘‘The 
Child and the Story,’’ Mrs. Thorne-Thomsen emphasized the importance of the 
fairy tale period to the child. ‘‘If the child does not have the fairy tale period he 
will not quite become the child he would have been.’’ ‘‘ You are only the instru- 
ment to bring the story (literature) to the child.’’ ‘‘In choosing the story—de- 
cide what it will do for the child; choose that which is literary always, for the 
best is none too good.”’ 

In preparing a story for telling, Mrs. Thorne-Thomsen suggested several 
valuable points; think it through without words; do it anywhere, riding the bus, 
ete. ; picture it vividly in the mind, the acis, the clothes, ete. For one can’t prepare 
too much. Her stories of Balder and the telling of the Sleeping Beauty will be 
cherished memories for everyone who heard her. 

HELEN Fu_ter, Long Beach Public Library 
Long Beach, California 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION: YOUNG PEOPLE’S READING ROUND TABLE 
AMELIA Munson, Chairman 


COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

Membership—Doris E. Wood, Chairman, Miami County Service, Publie Library, 
Troy, Ohio. 

Publicity—Margaret Scoggin, Chairman, Nathan Straus Branch, New York 


Public Library, New York City. 
Standing Committee—Frances M. Grim, Stevenson Room, Cleveland Public Li- 
brary, Cleveland, Ohio. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S READING ROUND TABLE NEWS 
MARGARET Scocein, Reporter 


The Aguilar Lounge for Young People, situated on the third floor of the Aguilar 
Branch of the New York Public Library, is a place where the young people of 
the neighborhood get together, make friends, read books, play games, hear mu- 
sic, and generaly relax in a library setting. The room, furnished with comfortable 
leatherette sofas and chairs, soft lights, and colorful decoration, is attractive and 
cozy with a certain elegance which seems to appeal strongly to East Harlem teen- 
agers. 

The project is financed and run jointly by two organizations, the New York 
Public Library and United Neighborhood Houses, Inc. A social worker and the 
Young People’s librarian supervise the room together. Differences in approach 
have been interesting and often enlightening to both. 

Although the Lounge was officially opened in April, activity had begun last 
winter. A social worker interviewed young people in the Library about the need 
for a lounge. Meetings were held, and committees were formed to paint and deco- 
rate library chairs and to select and prepare books and magazines. The committees 
worked hard and had a good time painting the chairs and benches in vivid colors 
and handling the new books as they came in. When the room finally opened, many 
of the young people felt it was really their own place. 

The room is open three nights a week, and membership is limited to young 
people from 14 to 17 years of age. Two hundred and ninety membership cards 


6 





have been issued and there is a waiting list of approximately two hundred. No 
dancing is allowed although the music is sometimes very tempting. The room has 
drawn an average of 80 young people per evening except in the summer months. 
These young people come from all sorts of backgrounds, (the neighborhood is 
made up largely of Puerto Ricans, American Italians, and American Negroes. ) 
They have made the Lounge a place where they mix on a friendly social basis and 
enjoy themselves in a wholesome atmosphere. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


Miriam B. Snow, Chairman 
Additional Committee Chairmen 


Note: Other Committee chairmen were announced in the October, 1945 TOP 
OF THE NEWS. 

Budget—Genevieve Geiger, Librarian, Haverford Township Senior High School, 
Brookline, Upper Darby, Pennsylvania. 

Constitution—Virginia McJenkin, Director, Fulton County School Libraries, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Magazine Evaluation—Laura Martin, Department of Library Science, University 
of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky. 

Nominating—Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, School Library Adviser, State De- 
partment of Public Instruction, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS NEWS 


Mate Grave Hunt, Reporter 
Office of Education, Washington, D. C. 


School Life has been demobilized after three years as Education for Victory. 
The first issue, October 1945, carries on pages 24 to 32 the ‘‘Supplement to 500 
Books for Children,’’ compiled by Nora E. Beust and Mrs. Eleanor F. Clift. Miss 
Beust says that by the middle of November there should be available information 
concerning reprints of 500 Books for Children which was originally printed in 
1939. 

News from Illinois 


A communication from the Illinois Association of High School Librarians 
brings the announcement of the clinies which will be held during the winter from 
September 28 to December 7—ten of them, one day sessions, with the general 
theme: ‘‘The School Library as a Teaching Agency.”’ 

An invitation is extended to write for the folder, ‘‘Paging’’ which is published 
by the Illinois Association of High School Librarians in the interest of recruiting. 
Address Mildred L. Nickel, Lyons Township High School, La Grange, Illinois 
and enclose a stamped envelope. 

Michigan in the Library News 

The Library Section of the Michigan Education Association is stressing ‘‘The 
School Library and the Guidance Program’’ according to a statement from Julia 
M. De Young, Director of School Libraries, Lansing, Michigan. 

At Western Michigan College of Education, Kalamazoo, this fall a Depart- 
ment of Librarianship had its inception. It will provide for a four years’ curricu- 
lum leading to bachelor’s degree with a major in library science and will meet 
the requirements of the State Board of Education for certification of school li- 
brarians and also those of the North Central Association. The program is set up 
m a five-year experimental basis with the co-operation of the W. K. Kellogg 
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Foundation of Battle Creek setting aside $44,000 to finance the project. Alice 
Louise Le Fevre is the Director. 


New Jersey School Libraries 

The first one of the Teen Age Book Fairs put on by Pocket Books, Inc., took 
place at the Montclair, New Jersey High School during the middle of September. 
The New York Herald Tribune gave it considerable space and pictures. 

Members of the Staff of the Department of Library and Visual Aids, Board of 
Education, Newark, New Jersey are writing scripts for the Weekly Public Re- 
lations Series, Newark Goes to School sponsored by the Board of Education and 
the local radio station. Among the programs presented were: An Elementary 
School Library, based on an actual incident of outstanding parent-teacher-student 
co-operation in an elementary school; Dear Old Golden School Days, the story 
of how schools came to be what they are today; and United Through Books, ar- 
ranged to help usher in Children’s Book Week by showing the rich gift of books 
our children have received from all countries, and how we can help them share 
this wealth with children abroad. 

At the end of the present radio series, the Newark School Librarian’s Associa- 
tion is planning a series to be called One World in Newark to promote inter. 
cultural understanding and good will in Newark. 

Virginia’s School Libraries 

Mr. C. W. Dickinson, Jr., Director of School Libraries and Textbooks reports 
the following three interesting news items concerning the schools and libraries 
under his direction : 

1. Publie School Library State-aid Fund increased from $175,000 for 1944-45 
to $200,000 for matching local school funds, ($2.00 for $1.00) for the purchase of 
books and other materials, and $25,000 for county, city and regional public school 
film libraries and for the state film library for 1945-46. 

2. The Virginia State Board of Education will purchase $1,112,530 worth of 
maps, globes, charts, projectors, slides, films, and other audio-visual teaching aids 
with state funds appropriated for public schools during the school year ending 
June 30, 1946. 

3. The Virginia cities of Norfolk, Petersburg, Roanoke, and Richmond have 
employed Supervisors of Public School Libraries for the session of 1945-46. 


Nebraska’s School Libraries 


At a meeting of the Nebraska Library Association in November, the following} thi 


officers of the School Library Section were elected: Chairman, Lillian Griffiths, 
Northeast High School, Lincoln; Vice-chairman, Mrs. Hazel C. Stewart, Omaha 
Central High School, Omaha; Secretary-treasurer, Juanita Lang, Alliance High 
School, Alliance. 

FILL OUT THE ENCLOSED POSTAL CARD, STAMP IT AND MAIL IT 
NOW. IT IS YOUR CHANCE TO EXPRESS YOUR CHOICE FOR THE 
NEWBERY-CALDECOTT AWARDS. 


ALIcE Louise LE FEvreE, Editor 
Department of Librarianship 
Western Michigan College 
Kalamazoo, 45, Michigan 


PAY YOUR 1946 A. L. A. DUES NOW 





